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Mr. President, tomorrow night, at a
dinner in New York City, the Inter-
national Midway Memorial Founda-
tion, will celebrate the 90th birthday of
Dick Best and honor him for his self-
less and courageous conduct in the
Battle of Midway. While I am unable to
be present, | certainly extend my grati-
tude and respect for his incredible her-
oism that day.

HONORING THE DEDICATION OF
RICE-TOTTEN STADIUM, MS VAL-
LEY STATE UNIVERSITY

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | rise to
recognize the importance of this week-
end in my home State of Mississippi.
On March 25th, Mississippi Valley
State University (MVSU) will rededi-
cate and rename its football complex.
Formerly known as Magnolia Stadium,
the Rice-Totten Stadium will honor
two of MVSU'’s great athletes and two
ambassadors for the Itta Bena school.

Jerry Rice is a legend—not only in
Mississippi, but throughout the world.
After completing an extraordinary ca-
reer at Valley, Jerry went on to be-
come the greatest professional wide re-
ceiver ever. During his time with the
San Francisco 49ers, Jerry dazzled fans
with his ability to make the impossible
look easy, broke numerous NFL recep-
tion records, and led his team to mul-
tiple Super Bowl Championships.

Willie Totten is one of collegiate
athletics’s greatest competitors. From
1983-1986 Willie led Valley to the top of
Division I-AA football. He also raised
the bar by which all college offenses
are now judged. Today, almost every
college football team utilizes a strong
pass-oriented offense game plan, but
that hasn’t always been the case. Foot-
ball fans have Willie to thank for show-
ing us how exciting passing over 50
times a game can be. Following a solid
career with the Buffalo Bills, Willie
served the future of competitive ath-
letics as a college and high school
coach.

I believe it’s only fitting that MVSU
recognize and honor Jerry Rice and
Willie Totten for their accomplish-
ments and achievements by naming
Magnolia Stadium after them. Al-
though I will not be able to attend the
rededication ceremony, | wish MVSU,
Jerry Rice, Willie Totten, their fami-
lies, and those associated with the Uni-
versity they celebrate this occasion.

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, March 22, 2000, the Federal debt
stood at $5,727,734,275,348.06 (Five tril-
lion, seven hundred twenty-seven bil-
lion, seven hundred thirty-four million,
two hundred seventy-five thousand,
three hundred forty-eight dollars and
six cents).

One year ago, March 22, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,642,227,000,000
(Five trillion, six hundred forty-two
billion, two hundred twenty-seven mil-
lion).
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Five years ago, March 22, 1995, the
Federal debt stood at $4,844,513,000,000
(Four trillion, eight hundred forty-four
billion, five hundred thirteen million).

Ten years ago, March 22, 1990, the
Federal debt stood at $3,022,412,000,000
(Three trillion, twenty-two billion,
four hundred twelve million).

Fifteen years ago, March 22, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,708,934,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred eight bil-
lion, nine hundred thirty-four million)
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $4 trillion—$4,018,800,275,348.06
(Four trillion, eighteen billion, eight
hundred million, two hundred seventy-
five thousand, three hundred forty-
eight dollars and six cents) during the
past 15 years.

KEEP OUR PROMISES TO AMER-
ICA’S MILITARY RETIREES ACT
OF 2000

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, | rise
today in support of S. 2003, Keep our
Promises to America’s Military Retir-
ees Act of 2000.

This is an important step in pro-
viding the men and women who serve
our nation with a benefit our govern-
ment promised them when they en-
tered the military and, a promise that
our government broke. It is our duty to
restore these benefits.

There are still a few of us who serve
in the Senate that wore our country’s
uniform in time of war and in time of
peace that know of the hardships
placed on the military people and their
families. We also know, first-hand, of
the promises made by our government
to our service men and women. This
bill is just a small step in restoring one
of those most important promises—
health care for military retirees. There
are military retirees in my State of
Montana that drive hundreds of miles
to get their health care. There are
some living a few miles from
Malmstrom AFB, who cannot get an
appointment on base. Mr. President,
these are the folks that we promised to
take care of it they spent 20 years of
their lives defending our freedom.

We have a long way to go and much
more to be done for our military per-
sonnel, active duty, retired, as well as
our veterans. As chairman of the Ap-
propriations subcommittee on Military
Construction, | place a high priority on
providing the active duty men and
women and their families with ade-
quate homes and facilities to work and
live in. Mr. President, we have the best
trained and the most highly educated
military in the world—we must make a
commitment to provide them with the
tools necessary to do their jobs, with
the salaries and benefits to recruit and
retain them and with adequate homes
and facilities to live and work. Just as
these people honor their country with
their commitment, this country must
honor our commitment to them. With
anything less, we lose these valuable
people.

I encourage my colleagues to support
S. 2003.

S1665

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

DAY OF HONOR OBSERVANCE

® Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, |
rise today to wholeheartedly support a
resolution to designate May 25 as “‘Day
of Honor 2000,”” to recognize African
American and other minorities who
fought so valiantly during World War
Il. 1 would like to take this oppor-
tunity to encourage nationwide par-
ticipation in this Day of Honor Observ-
ance.

African Americans and other minori-
ties fought and died in World War 11 to
protect the freedom and liberty that
we so often take for granted. Too often
during the war and in years since,
these brave men and women were sub-
jected to unfair discrimination and
have never received the recognition
they deserve.

In 1941, we lived in an era in which
African Americans could not eat at a
lunch room counter with others, or
drink from the same water fountains.
Yet, we felt no hesitation in asking
these same Americans to fight for de-
mocracy. As a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, | see first-
hand the sacrifices that our men and
women in the armed forces make to
preserve America’s freedom. How much
harder must it have been to make
these same sacrifices fifty years ago.
We owe them more than we can ever
repay, and for this reason | whole-
heartedly support a resolution and en-
courage nationwide participation in
recognizing those African Americans
who helped to preserve the liberty that
has made our country great.

Pittsburgh will be joining cities
across the nation who will host a “‘Day
of Honor Observance’” on March 15,
2000, as part of the effort to recognize
these citizens to whom we owe so
much. 1 will be participating in this ob-
servance and | encourage you to join
me in honoring those who put their
lives on the line so that we might be
free.®

JOHN AND MICHAEL DONOGHUE—
FATHER & SON NEW ENGLAND
PRESS ASSOCIATION HALL OF
FAMERS

® Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today |
am pleased to recognize two out-
standing Vermont journalists, both af-
filiated with my alma mater, St. Mi-
chael’s College, and both recently
elected to the New England Press Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame. This prestigious
honor recognizes lifetime achievements
in journalism. I am well acquainted
with the work of both, and know that
this recognition is well deserved.

The late John D. Donoghue was the
first Public Relations/Sports Informa-
tion Director at St. Michael’s, the first
chairman of the Journalism Depart-
ment there, was a music and arts critic
for 35 years at the Burlington Free
Press, and Executive Editor of the
Vermont Catholic Tribune. During his
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